

Extract from resource pack, March 2007.



Suspect Culture


Futurology: A Global Revue

Cabaret vs Conference  
Futurology looks at the world of the international conference as a forum in which big decisions are made but also as the set for an interesting theatrical experience. In a conference setting, the delegates and aides have their own performance style, which happens to be the opposite of cabaret.

Where conference is corporate, cabaret is degenerate. Conference is legitimate, buttoned-up, repressed and sober, while as cabaret is about flesh and sex. 

The reason this opposition is useful is because it provides two distinct ways of exploring the future. The conference is the formal context that society has deemed appropriate for making big decisions about our future. Cabaret provides an environment in which people can forget about the future, immersing themselves in the present, perhaps resigned to the fact that there’s nothing that can be done.

It’s no coincidence to us that cabaret has flourished at times of impending catastrophe, the most obvious being before the two World Wars. The complex yet urgent underlying emotional tone this lends to cabaret performances of those periods seem rife for exploration today. 
Cabaret can function as satire, denial, subversion, escapism…all of which seem appropriate modes of expression for people’s emotions today. 

Q. To what extent are our politicians today actors?

Q. What are the differences between cabaret and conference? And are any similarities? 
Q. How do delegates at conferences talk and what gestures do they frequently use? 

Q. What are the key conference aesthetics, costumes and set? 

